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ARTICLE 1 - INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE TOURNAMENT RULES HANDBOOK:

lla The Tournament Rules Handbook (Rules) establishes competition rules for tournaments
sanctioned by the Alliance.

1.1b The Rules serve as a reference guide to provide standards and enhance uniformity of the
judging methods.

l1lc The Rules establish clear standards to promote fair and impartial treatment of competitors
by officials.
1.1.d The Rules establish requirements and define authority for all referees, judges, arbitrators,

competitors or anyone associated with an Alliance-sanctioned tournament.

1.2 ALLIANCE LICENSED TOURNAMENT COMPETITION OFFICIALS:

12.a The Alliance has established licensing requirements for tournament competition officials
to allow for fair and impartial judging. Listed below are the requirements to obtain certification as
tournament officials. The individual seeking certification must meet or exceed these minimum
requirements.

1.2.b An Alliance certified referee or judge may not be removed from a ring without good cause
shown.

1.3 REFEREE:

1.3.a A referee is qualified to direct (center) a kumite ring or kata judging panel at local,

regional, national or world championship events.

1.3.b The duties of an Alliance Referee are set forth below and may be amended from time to
time by the Alliance Rules and Referee Committee. The duties of an Alliance Referee are to:

1. Exercise general supervision over the activities of the competitors;

2. Attend periodic technical training instruction in conjunction with the Rules and
Referee Examining Board and be re-certified every other year;

3. Interpret, explain or define any provision of the Rules to any person requesting
such assistance;

4. Enforce all provisions of the Rules at any Alliance sanctioned tournament; and,

5. Apprise the Alliance Rules and Referee Committee of any matter or activity as it
pertains to the interpretation or enforcement of the Rules; and,

6. Inform other Alliance licensed referees and judges within their respective region of
all changes to methods, rules, policies or procedures as provided by the Alliance Rules and
Referee Committee.



1.3.c In the event that more than one (1) Alliance Referee should attend the same tournament,
the line of authority shall be the Alliance Directors, Rules and Referee Committee Chairman, highest
ranking member of the Rules and Referee Committee, and then the highest ranking Referee.

1.3d The candidate for referee must have obtained a minimum rank of 1st Dan, be at least
eighteen (18) years old, have been certified as a judge, have attended at least two (2) Alliance-sanctioned
Rules & Referee seminars, have successfully passed the Referee’s examination conducted under the
authority of the Alliance Rules and Referee Committee, and be approved by the Rules Committee
Chairman or the Alliance Directors.

1.4 JUDGE:

l4.a A judge is qualified to direct (center) a kumite ring or kata panel at local and regional
events. At national or world events, the judge may be used as a corner judge or kata panel judge.

1.4.b The duties of an Alliance Judge are set forth below and may be amended from time to time
by the Alliance Rules and Referee Committee. The duties of an Alliance Judge are to:

1. Exercise general supervision over the activities of the competitors at tournaments
within their respective regions;

2. Attend periodic technical training instruction in conjunction with the Alliance
Rules and Referee Committee and be re-certified every other year (or be certified as a Referee as
set forth in section 1.3);

3. Interpret, explain or define any provision of the Rules to any person requesting
such assistance;

4. Enforce all provisions of the Rules at any Alliance sanctioned tournament; and,

5. Apprise the Alliance Rules and Referee Committee of any matter or activity
pertaining to the interpretation or enforcement of the Rules;

l4.c The candidate for Judge must have obtained a minimum rank of Brown Belt, be at least
eighteen (18) years old, have attended one (1) Alliance-sanctioned Rules & Referee seminar, and have
successfully passed the Judge’s examination conducted under the authority of the Alliance. Sixteen (16)
and seventeen (17) year old Brown and Black Belts who have successfully passed the Judge’s examination
conducted under the authority of the Alliance will be given a certificate of completion.

ARTICLE 2 - SANCTIONING OF TOURNAMENTS

2.1 BENEFITS OF ALLIANCE-SANCTIONED TOURNAMENTS:

2.1a Alliance promoters may request that the Alliance sanction their tournaments. The Alliance
will notify its members of the tournaments and apply points for placing toward the Alliance national point
standings. At the annual Alliance World Championships, Bushido awards for the national point
championships will be bestowed upon the 10 competitors with the highest accumulated total points in each
division.



2.2 PROCEDURES TO SANCTION A TOURNAMENT:

2.2.a A USKA school owner member desiring to obtain either an Alliance maximum point
sanctioned tournament must submit a written request using the tournament sanction request form (Exhibit
1) at least sixty (60) days prior to the date of the proposed maximum point tournament. To assure
publication of the tournament on the USKA website, notice should be given to Headquarters as soon as
possible.

2.2b Promoters, or their representative, must attend the USKA Annual Convention each year in
order to continue to host USKA-sanctioned tournaments.

2.2.C The Board of Directors of the Alliance reserves the right to deny a tournament sanction.

2.2.d All sanctioned tournaments must be held on a Saturday or Sunday. The only exceptions
will be Alliance National or World Championship events, or with prior approval from Headquarters.

2.2.e Failure to pay the fee in a timely manner will result in a $100.00 late charge, and the
possible denial of future sanctions.

2.3 SANCTIONING APPROVAL PROCESS:

2.3.a Upon approval by Headquarters, the appropriate Regional Director and State Represent-
ative will be notified of the sanctioned tournament.

2.3b All advertisements of sanctioned tournaments will state that the tournament is sanctioned
by the Alliance, has a maximum sanction, and that Alliance Rules will be utilized and enforced unless
special permission has been obtained as set forth in 2.4.

2.3.C There shall be no more than two (2) sanctioned tournaments held per state during any
given calendar month.

2.3.d Other Alliance sanctioned tournaments within a region may not be held on the same date
as the State or Regional tournament.

2.3.e Other Alliance sanctioned tournaments may not be held on the same date as the National’s
or World event within the country.

2.4 UTILIZATION OF RULES:

2.4.a The current Alliance competition rules will be utilized and enforced at all times during
Alliance-sanctioned tournaments. Exceptions to Alliance rules are allowed if prohibited or contrary to
Federal or State Law, local ordinances or insurance regulations, or with special approval of the Board of
Directors. All exceptions must be cleared by the Alliance Headquarters 30 days prior to the sanctioned
tournaments. Failure to abide by the rules will result in disciplinary actions against the Tournament
Promoter, which may include, but is not limited to, refusal of the Alliance to sanction future
tournaments with the promoter and denial of points to competitors.



2.5 REQUIREMENT OF ALLIANCE CERTIFIED REFEREE AS CHIEF REFEREE:

2.5.a An Alliance certified Referee must be the Chief Referee at all Alliance sanctioned events
to ensure that Alliance rules are followed and enforced. Failure to do so may result in denial of future
sanctions. Exceptions may be allowed by Alliance Headquarters to encourage competition with other
karate organizations, but must be cleared by headquarters 30 days prior to the sanctioned tournament.

ARTICLE 3 - TYPES OF TOURNAMENTS

3.1 TYPES OF TOURNAMENTS:

3.1la Presently, the Alliance will sanction six (6) types of tournaments which allow members to
earn points toward the national point championships:

1. A double maximum point tournament reserved for the World Championships. The World
Championships are open to all competitors of all styles;

2. A double maximum point tournament reserved for the Alliance National Championships.
Alliance Nationals are open to all black belts of all styles. Adult and children kyu ranks must
qualify to compete at Nationals (Black Belts do NOT need to qualify). Under black belt
competitors may qualify by winning or placing at the latest Alliance sanctioned state tournament,
regional tournament, double maximum point tournament, World championships, last Nationals,
current Alliance Last Chance Qualifier tournament, or by being ranked in the current National
points standings;

3. A double maximum point tournament as approved by Alliance Headquarters.

4. A Regional tournament, which is a maximum plus ten points event;

5. A state tournament, which is a maximum plus five points event;

6. A maximum point tournament;
3.1b The Alliance may provide for additional types of sanctioning if approved by Alliance
Headquarters.

3.2 MAXIMUM POINT TOURNAMENTS:

3.2.a The fee for a maximum-point sanction for Alliance school or association members is
$300.00 per tournament. Any changes in the fee for a tournament sanction will be announced at the
Alliance Nationals Annual Convention and in the Bushido Bulletin. Maximum point tournaments must be
sanctioned sixty (60) days before the tournament.

3.2b Alliance competitors who place at Alliance maximum point tournaments will receive
twenty (20) points for first place, fifteen (15) points for second place, and ten (10) points for third place,
and five (5) additional points for Grand Champion in sparring or forms as provided in section 3.6. Fourth
place winners will receive ten (10) points at Double maximum point tournaments, seven (7) points at
Regional tournaments, and five (5) points at State tournaments.



3.2.c Competitors may compete in only one kata, kumite, and kobudo point division. However,
competitors may enter any specialty division not required nor counted in the National points competition
in which they qualify to compete. (Example: A black belt kata competitor may enter black belt men kata
and black belt musical kata divisions, but points are only tabulated from the black belt men kata division
since that is a required division.) Some examples of specialty divisions which are not required nor counted
in the National points competition are continuous sparring, musical forms, self defense, team kata, and
team kumite.

3.2d A maximum point tournament must have a minimum of 100 individual competitors.
Failure to have 100 individual competitors may result in Headquarters refusing to sanction future
maximum point tournaments of the Promoter unless proof of the required minimum number of
competitors is submitted to Headquarters.

3.3 STATE AND REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS:

3.3.a The fee for State and Regional tournaments for Alliance school or association members is
$275.00 per tournament.
3.3b State and Regional tournaments will only be held by the appointed State and Regional

Representatives unless otherwise provided for by the Alliance Directors due to compelling circumstances.
These events must be sanctioned sixty (60) days prior to the tournament and must be published in the
Bushido Bulletin.

3.4 TOURNAMENT FLYERS:

3.4.a Promoters of Alliance sanctioned tournaments must send out flyers announcing the date,
location, and time of their tournament at least thirty (30) days prior to the tournament. Tournament flyers
must be sent to Alliance headquarters at least 30 days prior to the event. Tournament promoters may send
flyers (folded & stapled) plus a postage and handling fee of $55.00 per 100 flyers to Alliance Headquarters
for mailing to Alliance members and supporters in their region to meet this requirement. Flyers not stapled
or folded will incur an additional handling fee.

3.5 AWARDS:

3.5a Tournament awards must be given for first, second, and third places in each division. The
awards must be commensurate to the entry fees charged. Recommended charges for medals only
tournaments are $10.00 for one event, $15.00 for two or three events. It is highly recommended that
trophies be awarded. Trophies must be awarded for state and regional tournaments. Tournament
promoters of Alliance sanctioned tournaments may not award only. It’s awards are so advertised in the
tournament flyer, and the entry fee is $10.00 or less for all events. Tournament promoters may contact
Alliance Headquarters for the name and telephone number of trophy suppliers who give discounts to
Alliance tournament promoters. Promoters of maximum point tournaments are required to award prizes or
trophies with a value of at least $500.00.

3.5.b Medals may be awarded in the optional events, but should be so advertised in the
tournament flyer.



3.6 GRAND CHAMPION POINTS:

3.6.a Additional points may be earned for Grand Championship wins if the promoter chooses to
offer the additional divisions, as points may only be awarded if separate Grand Champion kata or kumite
rounds are held and judged as additional divisions. (Kumite Grand Championships may only be held for
Adult Black Belts.) Since Grand Champion rounds are optional, if the promoter decides to offer these
divisions, points may be awarded to one Youth Beginning Kata Grand Champion, one Youth Intermediate
Kata Grand Champion, one Youth Advanced Kata Grand Champion, one Adult Kyu Kata Grand
Champion, one Youth Weapons Grand Champion, one Adult Kyu Weapons Grand Champion, and all
Black Belt Grand Champions. All Grand Champions will be awarded Grand Champion points earned at
Alliance National Championships and World Championships. (Excluding any Team Grand Champion
competitions.)

3.7 SANCTIONED TOURNAMENTS:

3.7.a All USKA tournament promoters MUST have a current USKA School Membership in
good standings.

ARTICLE 4 - TOURNAMENT RESULTS

4.1 SUBMISSION OF TOURNAMENT RESULTS:

4.1.a Tournament results and entry forms must be submitted to Headquarters by mail within
two weeks after the sanctioned tournament. Mailed in results must be submitted in a typed format such
as a WORD document, EXCEL document, or other form approved by Headquarters. (No more
handwritten results.) Exhibit 4 gives instructions of what needs to be included in the submission of
tournament results.

1. Submit points by mail: Mail tournament results and entry forms to the United States
Karate Alliance, Inc., P.O. Box 1387, Eagle, CO 81631

4.1b Failure of the Tournament Promoter to submit tournament results to Headquarters may
result in disciplinary actions against the Tournament Promoter, which may include, but is not limited to,
refusal of the Alliance to sanction further tournaments with the Promoter and denial of points to
competitors.

4.1.c Failure of the Tournament Promoter to submit tournament results in a timely manner may
result in disciplinary actions against the Tournament Promoter, which may include, but is not limited to, a
1 year suspension from holding an Alliance sanctioned tournament and a $100 late charge.

4.1.d Promoters of State, Regional, and Double Max sanctioned tournaments must their
tournament results in a typed format such as a WORD document, EXCEL document, or other approved
form showing 1%, 2™, 3™ and 4™ place winners accompanied by the complete addresses of the 1%, 2",
3" and 4™ place winners to Alliance Headquarters within 12 days after the sanctioned tournament so
that invitations and flyers may be sent to these qualified competitors for the Alliance Nationals.
(Tournament results accompanied by copies of completed tournament entry forms which include complete
addresses are sufficient.)(This must be done even if invitations and flyers were handed out at the
tournament.)






United States Karate Alliance
KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS
INSTRUCTOR

United States Karate Alliance

SCHOOL

United States Karate Alliance
KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS
INSTRUCTOR

KATA COMPETITOR TICKET

NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS
INSTRUCTOR
SCHOOL

United States Karate Alliance

KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS

SCHOOL

United States Karate Alliance
KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS
INSTRUCTOR

INSTRUCTOR

SCHOOL

United States Karate Alliance

KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS

SCHOOL

United States Karate Alliance
KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS
INSTRUCTOR

INSTRUCTOR

SCHOOL

United States Karate Alliance

KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS

SCHOOL

United States Karate Alliance
KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS
INSTRUCTOR

INSTRUCTOR

SCHOOL

United States Karate Alliance
KATA COMPETITOR TICKET
NAME

DIVISION

YRS. MO. IN MARTIAL ARTS

SCHOOL

INSTRUCTOR

SCHOOL
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United States Karate Alliance
Tournament Results Submittal Requirements

Tournament results and entry forms must be submitted to Headquarters by mail within two
weeks after the sanctioned tournament. Mailed in results must be submitted in a typed format
such as a WORD document, EXCEL document, or other form approved by Headquarters. (No
more handwritten results.)

Submit points by mail: Mail tournament results and entry forms to:
United States Karate Alliance, Inc., P.O. Box 1387, Eagle, CO 81631

Results must include the following:
* Tournament Name

« Promoter Name

« City, State of tournament
» Date of Tournament

* Number of Competitors

« Sanction: Maximum Point, Max +5, Max +10, Double Max

Division Names
» Please include category: Forms, Sparring, Weapons, Chanbara, Other

 Division Specifics Applicable: Belt Rank, Age, Sex
Competitor Name Instructor Team
*Please do not use abbreviations for instructors or teams.

Grand Champions:
Competitor Name Category: Sparring, Forms, Weapons

Disqualified Competitors:
Competitor Name Division name Instructor Team

Exhibit 4



TOURNAMENT NAME:

DATE: LOCATION:

Name:

USKA Member Yes / No Alliance #

DOB: Age

Address:

State: Zip: Phone:

Email Address:

Rank: Style:

Weight:

School:

Time in the Martial Arts: Years Months

Please circle the divisions you wish to enter:

Instructor:

DIVISIONS:

FORMS (KATA) DIVISIONS:

Black Belt Men

Black Belt Women

Executive Kyu (M/F combined)

Brown Belt Men

Brown Belt Women

Colored Belt Men

Colored Belt Women

Novice Men (White/Yellow Belt)

Novice Women (White/Yellow Belt)

Young Men & Women (16-17 yr.) (Beg. & Adv.)
Teen Men & Women (14-15 yr.) (Beg. & Adv.)
Junior Boys & Girls (12-13 yr.) (Beg., Int. & Adv.)
Youth Boys & Girls (10-11 yr. ) (Beg., Int. & Adv.)
Dragons Boys & Girls (8-9 yr.) (Beg., Int. & Adv.)
Tiny Tigers Boys & Girls (7-under) (Beg. & Adv.)

WEAPONS:

Black Belt Men

Black Belt Women
Adult Kyu

Teen (14-17 yr.)

Youth (10-13 yr.)
Dragons (9 yr. & under)

SPARRING (KUMITE) DIVISIONS:

Black Belt Men

Black Belt Women

Executive Kyu Men (40-over)

Executive Kyu Women (40-over)

Brown Belt Men

Brown Belt Women

Colored Belt Men

Colored Belt Women

Novice Men (White/Yellow Belt)

Novice Women (White/Yellow Belt)
Young Men (16-17 yr.) (Beg. & Adv.)
Young Women (16-17 yr.) (Beg. & Adv.)
Teen Boys (14-15 yr.) (Beg. & Adv.)
Teen Girls (14-15 yr.) (Beg. & Adv.)
Junior Boys (12-13 yr.) (Beg., Int. & Adv.)
Junior Girls (12-13 yr.) (Beg. & Adv.)
Youth Boys (10-11 yr.) (Beg., Int. & Adv.)
Youth Girls (10-11 yr.) (Beg. & Adv.)
Dragons Boys (8-9 yr.) Beg. & Adv.)
Dragons Girls (8-9 yr.) Beg. & Adv.)
Tiny Tigers (7-under) (Beg. & Adv.)

| understand that karate is a contact sport. As such, | am aware that | am participating in an activity that involves physical contact and injuries
may occur, which may potentially involve great bodily harm or even death and | do so at my own risk. | waive any claim or cause of action | may
have against the promoters of the tournament, the judges, other competitors, or the United States Karate Alliance, Inc. that may arise out of my
participation in this tournament. | further agree to indemnify and hold harmless the promoters, judges, and the United States Karate Alliance,
Inc. from any and all causes of action or claims which may arise from another competitor due to my participation or actions in the tournament. |
state that | do not suffer from any physical and mental conditions which may affect my participation in this tournament. | further agree to
conduct myself in a sportsmanlike manner and understand that if | fail to do so, | may be disqualified from the tournament and not entitled to a
refund.

Competitor* Date
* |f competitor is under 18 yr., signature of parent or guardian is required.

Note: Promoter: This entry form contains the minimum required divisions for an Alliance sanctioned tournament. You may
increase the number of divisions, provided that the remaining divisions each have at least three competitors. (Trial Divisions:
Mini Mites Forms, and Mini Mites Sparring may be offered if you so choose, and may be treated as required divisions thereby
not requiring a minimum number of competitors.)

Exhibit 7



Date: Page of

UNITED
AL Tournament:
Division:
Winners Names Instructor Team
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
1st
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ
W P DQ W P DQ
W P DQ 3rd
W P DQ w P DQ

Competitors Disqualified:

Score Keepers: Circle appropriate letter under competitor name when Center Referee issues official Warnings, Penalties, or Disqualifies
a competitor.

Legend: Warning: W Penalty Point: P Disqualified: DQ

EXHIBIT 8



Key:

Number of
Competitors.

Layout of
competitors
on bye sheet.

# bi means
number of
byes.
*hkkkkhkkkkikk
3
1bi
*hkkkkhkkhkhkhk
4
no bi
*hkkkhkkkhk
5
3bi
*kkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkk
6
2 bi
*kkkhkkkhkkhkhkk
7
1bi
*hkkhkkkhkkhkik
8
no bi

7bi

*kkhkkkkhkkkik

10

6 bi

*kkkkkikkik

11

5 bi

*kkkkkikkik

12

4bi

Fhkkkkhkkik

13

3bi

*kkkkkhkkik

14

2bi

*kkkkkikkik

15

1bi

Fhkkkkhkkhk

Bye Sheet

For Single Eliminations

16

no bi

*hkkkhkkkhkkk

17

15 bi
*hkkkhkkhkiikk

18

14 bi

*kkkkkikk

19

13 bi
*hkkkhkkhkikk

20

12 bi

*khkkkkkikk

EXHIBIT 8A

21

11 bi
*kkkkkikkikk

22

10 bi

*hkkkkkkk

23

9 bi

*kkhkkkhkk

24

8 bi

Fhkkkhkhkkk

25

7bi

*kkhkkkhkkhkkkik



DATE:

UNITED
STATES

TOURNAMENT:

PAGE:

OF

E

DIVISION:

7Ly janc®

WINNERS NAMES INSTRUCTOR
1%t

2nd-

TEAM

3rd.

4

NAME 1 2

TOTAL

PLACE

Al O WDN

(3]

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

JUDGES

1. Center Referee

2. 4.

3. 5.

SCORE/TIME KEEPERS:
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Ring Illustration
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Figure 1
Clash

Figure 4
Prepare to Score

Judge’s Signals

Figure 2
Red Point

e

Figure 7
White of Bounds

Figure 5
Red Penalty
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Figure 3
White Point

Figure 6
White Penalty

Figure 8
Could Not See



